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KRV/1P1XJWM 

Or.  tho  D5n2V35*Pn  c/'  the  G- ram  Foroign  Minister 
w’  t.i  j.f. .  „  v  ir  ■  •‘U.-'.t  ' Ti  r.  torch  19%3 


Ambass  do.  CjJ  fiv  lay*.*:  of  *).  ..  he  had  rocolvcd  a  tolegram  from 
Tokyo,  and  ho  :s  to  .’•sucre  vo  tr.j  Gci-jtji  Foroign  Minietor,  by  ordor 
of  his  gevoxnnent,  tl.o  -.oilowing: 

Tho  suggestion  of  tho  Gorman  Government  to  Attack  Bussia  was 
tho  eubjoct  of  a  mutual  conforonco  botwoon  tho  Jaopneso  Government 
and  Imperial  htaaquartors,  in  which  tho  question  va.s  exhaustively 
discussed  and  minutely  probed.  Tho  rosult  wne  tho  following: 

Tho  Japanoeo  Government  thoroughly  recognizes  tho  danger  which 
threatens  from  Russia  and  has  full  understanding  for  the  desire  of 
its  Gorman  ally,  that  Japan,  too,  enters  into  the  war  against 
Russia.  It  is  not  possible  for  tho  Jappnote  Government,  however, 
in  view  of  her  presont  war  situation  to  enter  into  the  war.  It  is 
rathor  of  the  conviction  that  it  is  in  tho  common  interest,  not  to 
start  the  v;ar  against  Rut-sia  now.  On  the  othor  hand,  the  Japanese 
Govornmont  will  nevor  disregard  tho  F.useian  question. 

Tho  Ja.oancre  Government  has  the  intention  to  once  again,  in 
tho  future,  tako  tho  offer.sivo  on  tho  othor  fronts. 

In  the  declaration  of  the  Ambassador,  tho  German  Foreign  Ministor 
askod  how  ono  conceived, in  Tokyo,  the  futuro  waging  of  the- war. 

At  present,  Germany  is  to  a  great  extent  waging  war  against  the 
common  er.omieB,  England  and  Amoricp,  rlono,  while  Japan  is  taking 
a  ra.thor  defensive  stand,  however,  it  would  be  more  in  order  if 
ell  the  powers  bound  by  tho  Tripartite  Pact  Joined  all  their 
forces  to  Jointly  defeat  not  only  England  and  America,  but  Russia 
as  well.  It  is  not  .rood  when  one  part  must  fight  alone.  One 
should  not  overstrain  tho  German  people's  strength.  In  secrot 
he  is  concernod  that  forces  could  bo  Rt  work  in  Tokyo,  v'ho  arc 
of  the  opinion  —  and  who  also  propagato  it  —  that  Germany  would 
concludo  tho  fight  victoriously  anyway,  and  Japan  should  thereforo 
further  consolidate  herself  before  it  would  maico  further  and 
supremo  efforts. 

Tho  U.S.A.  and  England  "oro  pursuing  the  etrRtogy  that  the 
Allies  should  at  first  turn  all  their  strength  against  Germany  and 
Italy  alono,  and  had  also  expressed  thio  in  CaSABLaNCA  completely 
op  only  p.b  thoir  program.  Actuality  has  confirmed  this  until  now. 
Unfortunately,  Ambassador  SATO  in  KUIBYSHEV  has  apparently  delivorod 
to  the  Russians  in  this  matter  the  assurance  of  the  absolute  neutrality 
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vfT':-*  “ot'c/or  u  v«»'i  to  u&.r'"  c  *  ho  <  "^iricr.co  that  or.  the 
Fasten.  -r.ut  —  ce^ec.*  Jly  In  ^TUG.  j.T'  also  —  freer.  Siboviv.n 

dl/  bio:.  had  fought.  Wo  vouVi  j  lortholcss  r.ttac.;  tho  Hussions 
again  an c.  aoain.  -ho  situation  on  the  astern  Front  had  stabilized 
itseli  pad  r  st.  olo  woronn  Front  h/>d  boor.  oetabli  hed  excopt 
:0r  p  oepII,  still  oristing ,  cap.  ;j wever,  rt  the  bpzc  time 
Vo  have  to  i ’  hi  ago iuet  Enelr-  id  end  viacricp  more  or  lees  by 
ourselves  in  Africa,  i;.  tho  nr  ar.d  or.  ail  tho  oceans  as  well. 

Compared  with  this,  shire  n>4  sup 11.  Even  tho  bpttlo  prop 

lr.  FUKIA  was  em.-ll  in  coaj  ?na  rn.  Tokyo  cast  thrreforo  under  stand 
it  vhor.  Germany  raJpo3  tho  o’VMtJ/m  of  whether  in  the  spirit  of 
wpginp-  tho  Joint  wr,  it  ie  the  corroct  strategy  for  Japan  not  to 
zpko  full  uao  Of  her  oeople's  e*rongth,  while  Germany's  is  Btrainod 
to  tho  licit  ho  would  like  to  cm^hasizo  agai: i  that  if  Germany 
would  .  vor  become  weak,  -Japan  would  find  horself  facing  a  world 
corlit  or.  wr.ich  would  conalot  not  only  of  England,  America  pnd 
Husain,  but  tho  people's  strength  /VOLbILlhFT/  of  pH  the  countries 
on  earth,  a  a  veil  pn  that  of  p  bolnhoviz«.d  Europo.  The  question 
was  thoreforo  raised  whothcr  at  this  ti.no  so  exceedingly  decisive  for 
tho  outcono  of  the  ar,  the  strength  of  tho  allies  vpb  properly 
distributed  rnd  whs  roplly  being  used  in  tho  spirit  of  a  joint, 
tOT a  1  conduct  of  tho  ’■'ar. 

Amba.Bsador  OSr.I'A.  enswerod  that  what  dec  iced  the  issue  for 
Japan  vae  whether  she  had  sufficient  forces  pr.d  vhethor  her 
araamont  capacity  vas  sufficient  in  oi’der  to  attack  and  defoat 
the  Hu  f»ians,  in  addition  to  tho  on  mios  Japan  already  has,  without 
one angering  her  operations  on  tho  other  fronts.  Tokyo  is  afraid 
of  splitting  its  forces.  On  tho  other  hand  Japan's  attitude  was  in 
r.o  way  purely  defensive  and  just  waiting,  but  p  new  attack  agpinst 
tho  U.  i>.A.  and  the  Hrit  _sh  will  suroly  tako  place.  Even  though 
he  has  no  detailed  reports  concerning  this,  ho  personally  believos 
that  this  attpek  will  cone  in  tho  direction  of  the  Indian  Ocean. 

In  any  case,  howevor,  the  belief  in  pn  inseparable  mutual  victory 
of  tho  allies  was  a  foregone  conclusion  for  Tokyo. 


The  German  Foreign  Minister  commented  at  this  point  that  an 
infraction  of  mutual  trust  was  naturally  completely  out  of  the 
question,  eince  this  vpb  unshpkoable  betwoon  Germany  and  Japan. 

In  the  matter  of  tho  inouiry  which  vtb  brought  up,  it  whb  solely 
a  ouestion  of  the  joint  conduct  of  the  war,  the  strategy  which  is 
to  bo  jointly  carried  out,  that  is,  the  proper  uso  of  the  common 
strength.  Gorman;/  entirely  understands  that  Jappn  must  first 
finish  constructing  her  newly  won  bases  and  positions  ar.d  must 
consolidate  hor  forces.  Jeppr.  had  done  this  for  a  year  and  now 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/be6946/ 


Doc*  .*  o  ■  2olC 


Page 


p 


wfTf;..  -ovc/cr  >  o  •vd  to  un.*!"  c  *Te  *  ricr.co  that  or.  the 
iaetorr.  -rent  —  ce^oc.i  lij»  \c  a Ino  —  freer.  Siberian 

division  had  fought.  \h  wou.l  i  j  \  o"thol«.oa  a.ttacc  thu  Huseiane 
n^air.  anc.  again.  Tho  situation  or.  tho  astern  Front  had  stabilized 
itself  and  a  et,  bio  ooraar.  Fror.t  had  boor,  ostabli  hed  except 
or  a  oEall,  still  or-isting,  rap.  rowever,  at  the  sane  time 
vc  h°vc  to  f’.;hc  against  Sr.glr  .d  and  America  moro  or  less  by 
ourselves  in  Africa,  ir.  tho  rar  and  or.  all  tho  oceans  re  well. 

Comparod  with  this,  7  share  small.  Even  tho  battle  area 

ir.  FUJCU  was  cm.-ll  ir.  comyrrir  an.  Tokyo  must  therefore  understand 
it  v'hor.  Gt  rarry  raises  tho  etna  si  I'm  of  whether  in  the  spirit  of 
wa^inp  the  Joint  wrr,  it  is  the  corroct  stratogy  for  Japan  not  to 
zpko  full  use  of  her  people's  etrongth,  while  Germany's  is  strair.od 
to  tho  licit  Ho  world  like  to  oaphasizo  rga in  that  if  Germany 
would  vor  become  week,  Japan  would  find  herself  facing  a  world 
coalit'or.  which  would  consist  not  only  of  Eigiend,  America  and 
Husain,  but  tho  cooplc's  strongth  /VOLbiLtAFCy  of  pH  the  countries 
or.  earth,  as  veil  an  that  of  p  bolnhovlzi.d  Europe.  Tho  question 
was  thoroforc  raised  whothcr  at  this  tine  so  exceedingly  decisive  for 
tho  outcome  of  the  ar,  the  strength  of  the  allios  was  properly 
distributed  and  was  roplly  being  used  in  tho  spirit  of  a  joint, 
total  conduct  of  the  ’.-ar. 

Ambassador  OSKIHA  answered  that  what  decided  the  issue  for 
Japan  v*a b  v/hothor  she  had  sufficient  forces  and  vh.ethcr  her 
preanont  capacity  »s  sufficient  in  order  to  attack  an d  defeat 
the  Hu  aians,  in  addition  to  tho  on  nios  Japan  already'  ha6,  without 
enc angering  her  operations  on  tho  other  fronfs.  Tokyo  is  afraid 
of  splitting  its  forces.  On  tho  other  hand  Japan's  a.ttitudo  was  in 
r.o  way  purely  defensive  and  just  waiting,  but  a  new  attack  agpinst 
tho  U.  b.A.  pul  the  Hritlsh.  will  suroly  take  place.  Even  though, 
he  has  r.o  detailed  reports  concerning  this,  ho  personally  believos 
that  this  attack  will  coco  in  the  direction  of  the  Indian  Ocean. 

In  any  case,  howevor,  the  bolief  in  pn  inseparable  mutual  victory 
of  tho  allies  was  a  foregone  conclusion  for  Tokyo. 


The  C-crmar.  Foreign  Minister  consented  et  this  point  that  an 
infraction  of  mutual  trust  was  naturally  completely  out  of  the 
question,  eir.ee  this  vps  unshakoable  between  Germany  and  Japan. 

In  the  matter  of  tho  inouiry  which  was  brought  up,  it  was  solely 
a  ouestior.  of  the  joint  conduct  of  the  war,  the  strategy  which  is 
to  bo  jointly  carried  out,  that  is,  the  proper  ueo  of  the  common 
strength.  German;,’  entirely  understands  that  Japan  must  first 
finish  constructing  her  newly  won  bases  and  positions  and  must 
consolidate  her  forces.  Japan  had  done  this  for  a  year  and  now 
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when  Gormany  i r  V.'Rjriqg  tho  brunt  of  the  e truffle,  Jnppn  should 
"be  in  a  po..5t  a  to  ho  able  to  .-.poly  a  now  decisive  blow  against 
the  couuon  tunny-  it  wpg  in  no  way  a  quest  ion  of  nutua.1  trust, 
hut  ho  oou<?ti._o3  io  concerned  that  Japan  ha 3  tho  intontion  of 
ooanolldafeir^  ‘  a*'  1  trees  for  yet  another  year  prd  only  later 
starting  a  eitauk- 

Upon  this  the  AnbrsrHdcr  roplied  that  he  did  not  think  so. 

The  intention?  cf  tho  military  Leaders  in  his  fatherland  were 
unknown  to  lii  \  norntheleiip  he  know  that  for  n  long  lice 
Japan  had  the  intention  if  tavai.-g  <a<  p ir.ct  Russia.  But  for  the 
t ine  beiiu.  r-nu  evidently  I\d  net  feoi  strong  enough  to  do  eo. 

If  one  withdrew  the  front  in  the  South  and  abandoned  several 
is  lane  s  to  the  enemy  in  order  to  shift  all  forcts  to  the  North, 
this  could  oe  passible.  This  '  o’.ud.  however,  Dean  a  hoavy  defeat  in 
the  South.  Both  nr  acverci*  t;  tho  South,  and  pt  the  6pco  tine 
to  the  North  wut  *.  r.pocs-.blo  for  Japan. 

*  *  >«  W  *  * 

Tho  Go  rear,  Forcfen  Minister  then  or.co  nore  brought  up  the 
question  of  p.  Japan- so  attack  on  Rue  tip,  by  stating  thpt  the 
struggle  on  the  3urna  front  as  well  no  in  the  South  was  core 
of  a  car  it  ine  problen  and  that  actually  only  p  few  land  trcopB 
were  boing  employa?  on  al3  fronts,  excepting  China,  The  attack 
on  Russia  was  therefore  in  the  firr.t  pla^e  a  natter  for  the 
Array  and  the  consideration  was  whether  the  necessary  forces  wero 
nevertheless  ready  for  this  QCHIKA  replied  that  tho  ouik  of 
tho  Japanese  Ariay  was  bound  in  China  and  on  the  Burma  Front 
the  fore  on  were  by  no  a  ar.s  in«signif  leant  either.  If  Japan 
should  want  tc  c.ttp.ck  Pusciiv  sho  would  have  to  b^ing  alnc3t 
all  the  troops  fioo  the  South  into  Manchuria.  In  any  case, 
one  did  not  have  enough  tvoops  in  ordor  to  be  pblo  to  attack 
Russia  with  the  lire  pio-jpcei  in  an  oexly  victory.  In  case 
the  Russians  are  the  attackers,  cne  io  naturally  armed.  But 
for  an  attack  on  then,  insufficient  forces  were  ready. 

tho  end  of  Kerch  or  early  April  of  this  year,  a  few 
officers,  cloaked  an  courier*  and  Rubnasy  Secretaries,  will 
come  here  fron  Tokyo  in  ordor  to  delivor  particulars  concerning 
the  situation  and  Japan's  military  forces  pnd  plans.  Kc  will 
be  able  to  draw  a  better  picturo/of  natters/  there  when  these 
have  arrived.  The  ambassador  eqpha.eizod  again  that  Japan  was 
unwilling  to  tako  up  a  defensive  attitudo. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Concerning  the  division  of  strength  on  the  Russo-Japanese 
front  the  ^Dbaesador  remarked  that  the  Japanese  fighting  forces 
were  greatly  inferior  to  those  of  tho  Rvssfanc.  The  Japanese 
General  Staff  has  a  vory  exact  view  ever  the  state  of  the  Red 
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when  Germany  ip  ’.tearing  tho  brunt  of  the  otruggle,  Joppa  should. 

*30  in  a  po.iit  to  to  able  to  ,*pply  ft  now  decisive  blow  against 
the  connon  tunny •  it  was  in  no  way  p  quant  ion  of  mutual  trust, 
tut  ho  oouoti-us  io  eov.err.od  that  Japan  has  tho  intontior.  of 
connoHdntvf  3  *■  a-  fir  ewe  for  yet  another  year  p:A  only  Ip  ter 
starting  a  attack. 

Upon  this  the  Aubrseadrr  replied  that  he  did  not  think  so. 

The  intention*  cf  tho  nil it ary  loaders  in  his  fatherland  were 
unknown  to  lii  \  nov-ivthelese  he  know  tha.t  for  a  long  tine 
Japan  had  the  intention  cf  turning  gainst  Russia.  But  for  the 
tine  to  ini  she  ovjdentLy  I\d  r.ot  fee:  ntrorg  enough  to  do  so. 

If  one  withdrew  the  front  ir.  tho  South  and  a  card  mod  several 
islands  to  the  en^ny  in  order  to  shift  all  forces  to  the  North, 
this  could  os  paedlMe.  Thl3  vou'Jd.  however,  mean  a  heavy  defeat  in 
the  South.  Fc\h  nr  aevoroe  to  tho  South,  and  at  tho  sane  tine 
to  the  North  wnt  f r.poss'.blr.  for  Japan. 

*  4.  t  v  *  * 

Tho  Gornpn  Forcfexi  Minister  then  or.co  nore  brought  up  the 
question  of  a.  Jr.paiU'se  attack  on  Rue  ia,  by  stating  thp.t  t.,e 
struggle  on  the  Burra  Front  as  well  no  ir.  the  South  wo  noro 
of  a.  naritlne  problem  and  that  actually  only  a  few  land  troops 
were  boing  employe?  on  ?1)  fronts,  ev.ee  ol  ing  China.  Tne  attacxc 
on  Russia  was*  therefore  ir.  tho  firct  pl.ve  a  nrtter  for  the 
Amy  and  the  consideration  ws  v.hether  the  necessary  forces  were 
ncvertheloss  ready  for  this-  OCKIMa  replied  that  the  tui-w  of 
tho  Japanese  Army  w.\a  bound  in  China  and  on  the  Burma  Front 
tho  forces  were  by  no  n  ar.s  in s ignif leant  either.  If  Japan 
should  vxant  tc  attack  P.U9cia:  sho  wou«d  have  to  b^ing  alncat 
all  the  troops  from  the  South  into  Manchuria.  In  ar.y  case, 
one  did  not  have  enough  tvoops  in  ordor  to  be  ablo  to  attack 
Russia  with  tho  firm  piespcci,  in  an  early  victory.  In  case 
the  Russiars  arc  the  attackers,  one  is  naturally  arsed.  But 
for  an  attack  on  thorn,  insufficient  forces  were  ready. 


At  tho  end  of  Kerch  or  early  April  of  this  year,  a  few 
officers,  cloaked  a.u  courier*  and  Rnbassy  Secretaries,  will 
cose  here  from  Tokyo  in  ordor  to  delivor  particulars  concerning 
the  situation  ar.d  Japan's  military  forces  and  plans.  Ho  will 
be  able  to  draw  a  better  picture/of  natters/  there  when  these 
have  arrives.  The  pmbass.ador  emphasized  again  that  Japan  was 
unwilling  to  tpko  up  a  defensive  pttitudo. 

****** 

Concerning  the  division  of  strength  on  the  Russo-Japanese 
front,  the  .ambassador  rosarkod  that  tho  Japanese  fighting  forces 
were  ,’reptly  inferior  to  those  of  tho  Russianc.  Tho  Japanese 
General  Staff  has  a  vory  exact  view  cvei*  the  state  of  the  Red 
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Frr  Zre terr.  it- ay,  or  tv-j  *  r  cr  v  '*iTiy  cxprndcl  /pu..f  obput / 

8 p;:  set  on  ti  e  .■  •  .  M  VtTO  Hiking  for  thca 

;  a  8  1  a.  .  .  !'6, 

tho  thickr..  8  3  r  '  Ihe  bur’..  z  ».  * i  Jiv  rc.  ukI.  ui  tho 

Rue  lnr.  Arry  ran  av«.  t?  J  .  .  son.  it  tv*  i  »,»  *e  np.ctr.ii  that 
tho  itusaiM.e  ! oft  so  ._r:.y  t-  »*  tvo  :  c-.*i  .r,  pp  iu  tho  course 
of  their  hi  at  cry  they  hp  l  .1  •  ♦  u  .•  lb  .no  •  .ruo  cxoicatly  unplerepnt 

exocrioncoa  with  cunv'.  pt  vp  t  ;n  he  /  •  .  :  of  Jpp«in. 


Conccrr i  ~  j  r  vepo- ,  •  .n  "t  sir  !  3  is; or'  *  f'os  the  U.S.A.  vii\ 
VLADIVOSTV,  C'b’i  .v1.  r.«'a  1  •  h*>  u  u  rlJovcd  Li  hsi c ns  or.iy  one 

eenwry ,  end  •;!  pc  on  v.*  •.  .  oy  a:'1  shiti  ,  -e  1  »  rchc«.  ior  orna  end 
nsaunition.  Tho  Joy-r.  &•>  *»  ov ■  t.  '.'.0  -  ro  p.'u’ticul  r :  concerning 
America  £  Li*'or-  o'  >t\  •_  ; i  v  1  1 ..  v,  •  jl-v.ror,  it  ’-r.s 

known  to  his  tt.  t  tho  *  t»mrr^  *  -r '  1  *. -.i  r  .n;  ,v  .•ehv.tno  froa 


Alnskn  to  Sit*or.e  Thi  -.  r  .b  fro.'.'  .  ''hi,  J.tZ7fi£  to 


KRa ol 'OJ. aRSF  rr.d  i-itie  srLovir.I,  of  vriuo  tc  t.r.o  Rugs  _?:.s .  would 


cortrinly  he  delivered  over  it. 


In  thet  tho  Jerapn  Foreign  Minister  exprcaoc<i  tho  hope  that 
Jnprn  will  goon  bo  rblo  to  conduct  p.r.  uffootive  shipping  wrr 
froa  hor  frr  rclvmcod  bpses  p.-rinst  tho  .  n  ay  linos  of  supply, 
nnd  pftcr  AnVo  sorter  CSiiJhA  onco  ngp.in  oxpresacd  his  thnnks  for 
tho  dernrr  vUlUarness  in  tho  nrsc  of  his  Go/ernaont,  tho  Scrsan 
Foroipr.  Kiniscer  bid  goodoyo  to  the  A:bps3ndor 


GCITFRIHUbEH 

Berlin,  9  herch  1943 
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Tr  r  Zp  stern  ^-ar,  or  +  v>  a  *  r  cr~'  iy  expend  cl  /pu„f  obput/ 
spy  net  on  the  ?.»:  •  *■  *  ■  .  (V  .it  •  .  0  ^-vkirig  for  then 

ro  spies*  Gne  !  *»*  .  rs, 

tho  thic2cr.es 3  f  '  ..m.  *  „  >«-.*  2iv  re.  •;>  I.  icivryrr.  ot  the 

Hus  tan  Arry  K.nsis  tr  J  X-.  U  :_on.  he  tv»  1  i4>  :e  .ir„ar.u.  thnt 

the  Busstans  2 oft  so  3>iif  tr  *■'.  ,*.k  t '•  ’  :  entj -.r,  fp  in  the  course 

of  their  hi st err  thoy  h.p  l  .1  uv:  i’  :o  ,•»  rue  exficst-ly  unplersont 

experiences  with  #wrii  .•  •  ■ 

Concert  i  ~  v  r  '--  •f'-.  •  \  j, ?  3  '.“y.’r'f  f»on  t  r.a  TJ.Sh  A.  vta 

VLaDIVOSI'v',  r.'lt-i,iL\  t  /.u  'U  p l.'ov.d  li  r._ici;ns  cr.iy  one 

sep.wpy,  pnd  Ire  on  '„•*.*•.  r*.  •:*.  eh1  shire  c  "a  >  rchce.  for  rrr.s  pnd 
onnunitioi;.  Tr.o  Jny-t  t-'  •»:*■  .j> *  .  .  ?o  pnrtJcn]  rj  concerning 

A&ericpnf  Li**or-  e4  »t\  v  ;i  1?  0  j  ..  i,  hv.-ver,  it  vns 

known  to  hi"  x  i.\  *.  no  <t.-.r4i.r>.  1  1  .n;  .v.  .«*  v.'"-e  froa 

Alnskf  to  Siberia  Uhl  s  •  ■  -  i  -  - ’  -  -  to 

KRAiihOJ^HSh  pr.d  sour  artevini,  0.’  vr iuo  to  tr.o  Hass  tans.  would 
cortrinly  he  delivered  over  it. 


In  thet  tho  ‘j-vrr-rn  Foreign  Minister  expressed  the  hope  thr.t 
Jfippr.  will  soon  be  polo  to  conduct  p.n  effective  shipping  wrr 
fron  her  frr  r  dvr  need  Vsos  .wrinst  tho  en.-ay  lines  of  supply, 
find  rftor  xciV  Border  CSliU-A.  once  ngp.in  expressed  his  thnrJcs  for 
tho  Gernrr.  vU  l.jurnese  ir.  tho  nmo  of  his  Goverr.nont ,  the  Gera#m 
Foroipr.  Kiniscer  hid  goodbye  to  the  Aefcf>83ftdor 


GOTCFHrSDSEii 


Berlin,  9  March  1943 
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